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Backup or Archive – Know the difference
When it comes to data storage, the words “backup” and “archive” are
commonly used synonymously. But is there really a difference? It’s time to
settle it once and for all, and learn how LTO technology fits into the equation.
Before getting in to how backup and archiving play a role in your storage
strategy, let’s take a look at what each means:
Backup – A secondary copy of production data used for restore or disaster
recovery in the case of data loss or data corruption.
Archive – A primary copy of less frequently accessed information that has
been moved off primary production disk to lower cost storage.
Backup and archive have entirely different processes and objectives.
Backup is best-served during an emergency, when data needs to be quickly restored, copies of data are kept to mitigate short term risks. Archives
are most efficient for data management, compliance and information re-use
purposes.
A key difference between backup and archive is how the data is retained.
Backup is ultimately overwritten as time goes on, whereas archived data is
usually a permanent record, stored without deletion for an extended period
of time.
That’s what makes LTO technology so versatile. With high capacity (one
LTO-6 tape provides up to 6.25 TB) and fast file transfer (up to 400 MB/
second), storage managers can have a backup that’s secure, reliable and
quickly accessed in the event of malware or total loss of data.

Want to Know
More About LTFS?
LTFS (Linear Tape File System) is changing
the way that storage managers and content
providers are looking at tape – and opening
the door for applications in a broad range of
industries. To learn more, check out the new
two-minute LTFS animation introduction video
at the LTO program website.

The LTO Program is on the
Road in 2014!
This 2014 trade show season is shaping up
to be a good one and the LTO Program will
be providing more insight on the latest uses
of LTO technology and LTFS around the
world. Stop by and visit if you’re attending
one of the following events:
•
•
•
•
•

NAB – Las Vegas
SNIA Data Conference – Santa Clara
IBC – Amsterdam
ASIS – Atlanta
Supercomputing – New Orleans

For files that don’t need to be accessed frequently – permanent records,
files retained for compliance, music/video content, among others – low
cost, high reliability, long life of the stored data, scalable are the most
important factors. At roughly 1.3 cents per Gigabyte and with a typical shelf
life of more than 30 years, LTO tape can be a very cost-effective and reliable solution for archiving. And with LTFS, finding those files when they’re
needed most is as quick and easy as transferring from a USB stick.
Whether you’re looking for a backup (short-term) or an archive (long-term)
of your data, LTO technology fits the requirements perfectly. Now you know
the difference once and for all – and how it can be best used for what you
want to accomplish.
To learn more about how to best use LTO tape as either a backup or archive solution, visit LTO website.

For more details, check out white papers, articles and
other useful information at www.lto.org
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